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SCHOOL OF LAW EMPHASIZES PUBLIC SERVICE,
ADOPTS VOLUNTARY PRO BONO PROGRAM
DAYTON, Ohio -- Dan Zegarski, a second-year law student from Cincinnati,
volunteered to work with a Dayton attorney this summer to resolve a custody suit for a client
who couldn't afford a lawyer.
He's among 15 University of Dayton law students who signed up early for the Public
Service Placement Program, a new voluntary pro bono program sponsored by the Greater
Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project and UD's School of Law. It will go into full swing this
fall with almost 100 student volunteers. ·
Organizers believe the program is one of the first in Ohio. Last year, Ohio State
University started a voluntary program where students perform five hours of pro bono work
each week for a semester, and faculty there voted to recognize pro bono work on transcripts.
For his part, zegarski receives no pay or academic credit. His motivation? "I wanted
to get some experience doing real legal work. In the future, I don't want to be involved in
any legal work that doesn't involve voluntary aid to the less fortunate," he said.
His attitude reflects that of a growing number of students who are choosing to study
law "not because I can do well, but because I can do good," according to Richard Saphire, a
law professor who chairs an ad hoc committee on pro bono in UD's School of Law. "There
was a·""""
long drought in the '70s and '80s when one didn't see that spirit."
Nearly two dozen law schools across the country now require some form of pro bono
or public service work before graduation. UD's School of Law is currently examining ways
that a pro bono program might be integrated into its curriculum. "We want to graduate
people who see public service not as an obligation but as part and parcel of their professional
lives," said Francis Conte, dean.
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The Greater Dayton Volunteer Lawyers Project (VLP), formed by four UD graduates
in 1988, works with the Legal Aid Society and Dayton Bar Association to provide free legal
,
services to the poor. About 550 attorneys--nearly half of the city's lawyers--have donated
more than $1 million in billable time to handle cases ranging from a senior citizen bilked out
of money in a home improvement scam to an illiterate woman who couldn't read the fine
print of a contract, according to Helenka Marculewiez, VLP's project coordinator. The
American Bar Association encourages lawyers to perform 50 hours of pro bono work yearly.
The VLP will place law students with area attorneys to handle probate, custody and
consumer cases. "I was pleasantly surprised at the large response from students," said
Saphire, who teaches a professional responsibilities course. "For some, it's altruism. For
others, it's a resume-builder and contacts. I don't care why they volunteer. If they end up
helping people in this community who wouldn't otherwise have lawyers, that's great."
This new program is one of several service opportunities available for law students:
•

Approximately 40 law students each year prepare income tax returns free of
charge for Dayton-area residents who meet qualification guidelines;

•

Third-year law students staff a general-practice law clinic and work under the
supervision of faculty to represent low-income clients by researching the law,
preparing cases for trial and representing clients at hearings and trials; and

•

Some law students, trained in conflict resolution skills, help prevent
community, small claims and juvenile cases from going to court by serving as
volunteer mediators at the Dayton Mediation Center.

In addition, UD's School of Law awards two $1,500 pro bono scholarships to
recognize students who perform pro bono work and to foster interest in public service careers.
"I know that lawyers largely have a bad name," Saphire said. "They tend to rank
below people who foreclose loans or sell used cars. To a considerable extent, this bad
reputation stems from the perception that all lawyers are greedy and unconcerned with the
public interest. This voluntary pro bono program--and other public service opportunities--are
ways to sensitize students and non-lawyers that working for the public good is an important
part of what it means to be a lawyer."
-30For interviews, contact Richard Saphire at (513) 229-2820; Francis Conte, dean, or Rick
Perna, associate dean and president of VLP, at 229-3211; or Helenka Marculewiez at 4613857. Student VLP volunteers include Daniel Zegarski, 223-0801 and John Boland, 2529532 or 445-2995. Michael Sandner, 256-6278, recipient of-a pro bono scholarship, is
volunteering at the Legal Aid Society. Arvin Miller, who helped found the VLP, won a
national pro bono award and will be a visiting law professor, can be reached at 225-5757.

